
The Clock is Ticking 
 

Grade Level: Grade PreK - 2 
 

Content area(s): Math, Language Arts, Visual Arts 
 

Classroom Time: Approximately 1 ½ - 2 hours – Can be divided into separate lessons 
 

Purpose:  Introduce a surrealist drawing to students while learning/reviewing time, order, and 
sequencing as well as expose students to literature that involves time.   
 

Skills Addressed: 
Math skill: Time, order,  
ELA skill: Reading for Perspective 
Visual Arts Skill: Understanding and applying media and techniques, connecting visual arts with 
other disciplines 
 

Supplies: 
Handouts, Silly putty (name brand works the best), cartoons from newspaper, 
pencil/markers/crayons, paper clips (1 large and 1 small for each student), brads, small shaped foam 
pieces, 8” styrofoam plates with a small hole poked in the middle of the plate,   
 

Lesson Process:  
 

Warm-up – 
 

A. Show the students Salvador Dali’s The Persistence of Memory, 
http://sampleart.pbwiki.com/f/SalvadorDali-The-Persistence-of-Memory-1931.jpg, 
(Attachment 1) 

 

B. Ask the students what they see in the picture – Clocks, water, hill, tree, box, etc 
 

C. Ask the students what colors they see in the picture – Blue, yellow, brown, gray, black, 
orange, etc.  

 

D. Point out to the students the three clocks, jagged rocks, and shapeless self-portrait.  
 

E. Share the following information about Salvador Dali with the students 
1. He was born in Spain (point out Spain on a map) 
2. He was an attorney who painted 
3. He was a surrealist artist which means to expect the unexpected or common objects are 

shown in unusual ways – Expect the unexpected – “Hand painted dream photographs” 
 

F. Ask the student what they think the title of the painting should be – Ex. Clocks, Time, etc. 
 

G. Share the title of with the students The Persistence of Memory 
 

H. What do they think the title means? (Define persistence: Continue despite interference, it 
keeps going even through things come up) – Memories continue no matter what, etc.  

 

I. Salvador Dali created this artwork when he was with his wife and felt that time had little or 
no significance, time didn’t mean anything to him then.  

 

J. Distribute Silly Putty and a newspaper cartoon to students.  
 

K. Show the students how to use Silly Putty – Press it flat on the newsprint – then have them do 
it. (Check the newsprint before giving it to students to make sure it uses the proper ink) 

 



L. Have the students stretch and pull the Silly Putty to create a picture similar to Dali’s.  
 

Lesson procedure –  
 

A. Read Telling Time with Mama Cat by Dan Harper or a similar book. (Attachment 2 – list of 
similar books) 

 

B. Discuss with the students time and schedules, why do the students think we have time and 
use time schedules: - Ex.  Time is used to depict the changes of seasons, used to make sure 
people are gathered together for a specific reason, school, meetings, etc. and Time 
schedules are used to accomplish tasks etc.  

 

C. As a class, create a schedule showing specific times for activities for either a day or a week 
so the students can see the times and how a schedule functions. 

                  Example: 
 
 
 
 
   

D. Using a clock, (it could be one you created to show the class), review the schedule showing 
the student on the clock the time for each activity. 

 

E. Set the clock for a certain time, have the students state what activity occurs at that time. 
 

F. Ask the students the following types of questions: 
- What happens first breakfast or math? - Breakfast 
- What happens before math? – Read a story 
- What happens after breakfast? – Read a story 
- What time is breakfast? – Have a student show the time on the clock. - 7:30 
- What time is math? – Have a student show the time on the clock. – 8:30 
- Etc. 

 

G. Students will make clocks. (Picture – Attachment 3) 
- Give each student a clock face to cut out. (Attachment 4 with numbers - 

http://www.printfree.com/Kids/ClockFace.htm,  Attachment 5 students insert numbers - 
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/scottforesman/Math_K_TTM_4.pdf ) 

- Students either trace the numbers on the clock face or put the numbers on the clock face.  
- Give each student a small and large paper clip, 1 plate, a brad and a small Styrofoam shape 
- NOTE: Either assist students or have an adult poke a small hole in the middle of the plate 
- Lay on top of the bottom of the paper plate the following in order: clock face, foam piece, 

small paper clip, large paper clip, and brad.  
- Put the brad through all the layers opening it on top of the plate.  
- Turn the plate over and open the brad. 
- The large paper clip is the “big” hand and the small paper clip is the “little” hand.  
- Practice moving the hands around the clock asking the students to set their clock for certain 

times.  
 

H. Review their schedule with the students also showing the time on their clocks.  
 

I. Ask the students the following and have them show you on their clocks. 
- What time is math? 
- What time is lunch?  

Time Activity 
7:30 Breakfast 
8:00 Read story 
8:30 Math 
 Etc. 



- What comes before math? – Have them show you on their clocks the time it 
occurs. 

- Etc. 
 

Student assessment or final product to be developed:  
 

Teacher observation, clocks 
 

      Extension activities (optional) 
 

A. Play the clock game: The teacher sets the clock for a certain time. The first student to hold 
up their clock with the correct time now sets the clock for the next student. 

 

B. Put the daily schedule on the bulletin board with space for clocks by the time. Instead of 
writing down the time use the student’s clocks to show the time of the activity.  

 

C. Explore more of Salvador Dali’s clock paintings noting how he exaggerates objects. Give 
each student a piece of silly putty (The name brand works the best.) and a cartoon from the 
newspaper. (They can work in groups of two.) Have the students put the silly putty on top of 
the cartoon to copy the picture then have them stretch it like Salvador Dali’s clocks. After 
they practice stretching the pictures have the students create their own Salvador Dali 
creation on paper.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 1 – Salvador Dali 
 

The Persistence of Memory (1931) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 2 – Book List 
By Robin A Ward 

 
TIME 

 
All in One Hour by Susan Crummel 
 
Bats Around the Clock by Kathi Appelt 
 
Nine O’Clock Lullaby by Marilyn Singer 
 
Time by Henry Pluckrose 
 
Clockwise: A Time Telling Tale by Sara Pinto 
 
It’s about Time by Stuart Murphy 
 
How Do You Know What Time It Is? by Robert Wells 
 
Something Furry in the Garage at 6 A.M. by Betsy Franco 
 
Month by Month a Year Goes Round by Carol Shields 
 
Day by Day a Week Goes Round by Carol Shields 
 
Boom Chicka Rock by John Archambault 
 
Monster Math School Time by Grace Maccarone 
 
Day Lights, Night Lights by Cecile Schoberle 
 
A Busy Year by Leo Lionni 
 
Alice Yazzie’s Year by Ramona Maher 
 
The Story of Clocks and Calendars by Betsy Maestro 
 
Clocks and More Clocks by Pat Hutchins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 3 – Pictures of the finished clock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 4 - Clock Face with numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Attachment 5 – Clock Face without numbers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Standards 
 

Math 

 

In pre-kindergarten through grade 2 all students should– 
 

·  recognize the attributes of length, volume, weight, area, and time; 
·  compare and order objects according to these attributes; 
·  understand how to measure using nonstandard and standard units; 
·  select an appropriate unit and tool for the attribute being measured 

 

Reading 
 

NL-ENG.K-12.1 READING FOR PERSPECTIVE 
Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of 
themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to 
respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. 
Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 
 

Visual Arts 
 
NA-VA.K-4.1 UNDERSTANDING AND APPLYING MEDIA, TECHNIQUES, AND 
PROCESSES 
Achievement Standard:   
 

·  Students know the differences between materials, techniques, and processes  
·  Students describe how different materials, techniques, and processes cause different 

responses  
·  Students use different media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas, experiences, 

and stories  
·  Students use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner  

 

NA-VA.K-4.6 MAKING CONNECTIONS BETWEEN VISUAL ARTS AND OTHER 
DISCIPLINES  
Achievement Standard:   
 

·  Students understand and use similarities and differences between characteristics of the visual 
arts and other arts disciplines  

·  Students identify connections between the visual arts and other disciplines in the curriculum  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TAKS Objectives (Subject area and Art) 
 

Math 
 

Kindergarten 
 

Measurement: The student uses time to describe, compare, and order events and situations. The 
student is expected to: (A) compare events according to duration such as more time than or less time 
than; (B) sequence events (up to three);  
 

Grade 1  
 

The student understands that time can be measured. The student uses time to describe and compare 
situations. The student is expected to: (A) order three or more events according to duration; and 
(B) read time to the hour and half-hour using analog and digital clocks.  
 

Grade 2 
 

Measurement: The student uses standard tools to estimate and measure time and temperature (in 
degrees Fahrenheit). The student is expected to: (A) read a thermometer to gather data; (B) read and 
write times shown on analog and digital clocks using five-minute increments; and (C) describe 
activities that take approximately one second, one minute, and one hour. 
 

Reading  
 

Listening/speaking/purposes: The student listens attentively and engages actively in a variety of oral 
language experiences. The student is expected to: (A) determine the purpose(s) for listening such as 
to get information, to solve problems, and to enjoy and appreciate (K-3); (B) respond appropriately 
and courteously to directions and questions (K-3);C)  participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, 
and discussions (K-3); (D) listen critically to interpret and evaluate (K-3); (E) listen responsively to 
stories and other texts read aloud, including selections from classic and contemporary works (K-3) 
 

Listening/speaking/culture: The student listens and speaks to gain knowledge of his/her own 
culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures. The student is expected to: 
(A) connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening (K-3);   
 

(4)  Listening/speaking/communication. The student communicates clearly by putting thoughts and 
feelings into spoken words. The student is expected to: (A) learn the vocabulary of school such as 
numbers, shapes, colors, directions, and categories (K-1); (B) use vocabulary to describe clearly 
ideas, feelings, and experiences (K-3); (C) clarify and support spoken messages using appropriate 
props such as objects, pictures, or charts (K-3); and (D) retell a spoken message by summarizing or 
clarifying (K-3). 
 

Visual Arts 
 

Creative expression/performance: The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a 
variety of media with appropriate skill. The student is expected to: (A) create artworks, using a 
variety of colors, forms, and lines; (B) arrange forms intuitively to create artworks; and (C) develop 
manipulative skills when drawing, painting, printmaking, and constructing artworks, using a variety 
of materials. 
 

Response/evaluation: The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the 
artworks of others. The student is expected to: (A) express ideas about personal artworks; and (B) 
express ideas about original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and artists. 
 


